








5/18/22, 4:15 PM As pollution worsens on Cape Cod, some are investing hopes in a new type of septic system - The Boston Globe 

Last summer, the group documented 35 ponds that required use restrictions as a result 

of the pollution, and all but five of them were closed to swimming. All of them contained 

cyanobacteria, the toxic ingredients of algae blooms that can be harmful to human or 

pets' health if ingested, inhaled, or touched. 

"As responsible public officials, we can only ask people to pay once for a solution," 

Gottlieb said. "Because we know that central collection and treatment will be sufficient to 

meet water quality and restore our bays, that's where the lion's share of the public 

investment should be going." 

The efforts to reduce the pollution with new septic systems has attracted the attention of 

state and federal environmental officials. If the technology proves effective in Barnstable, 

they said, it could become more widely used around the country, where more than 20

million households rely on septic systems. 

State officials did not say whether the new septic systems - which use wood chips and 

limestone to convert much of the waste water into an innocuous gas - would be 

approved for general use. 

"While there are still some unknowns, we are hopeful advanced septic systems will be a 

part of the solution," said Nathaniel Keenan, deputy director of the Massachusetts Clean 
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